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Introduction

I am happy to report that the CCCDP has supported my continual endeavor to review existing
course content for opportunities to advance perspectives on racial and social justice.

to feature content affirminh

assignment sheets that encourage students to explore learning experiences that make explicit
connections between these disciplines and various elements of Black culture. In my ENGL110C
courses, all assignments may be approached in a way that affirms that Black Lives Matter  All
assignment sheets were redesigned to include a Black Lives Matter image from the creative
commons.  In addition, each assignment sheet contains two new options for writing that might
explore or deploy Black Language.  As such, all students in my ENGL110C courses are now
able to demonstrate assignment expectations in any of the aforementioned emphases while
focusing on some aspect of Black Language or the Black Lives Matter movement at large.
Importantly, in each of these assignment sheets, students are explicitly told that code-switching is
not mandatory in the course, as per April Baker-Bellôs Demand for Black Linguistic Justice.
(See appendix for updated assignment sheets).

Changes Made to Grading Contracts

Including culturally competent assignment options in my ENGL110C courses was an important
start; however, I also utilized the support of this grant to explore more equitable strategies for
grading student writing.

I created the graphic (below) to illustrate how I tend to view traditional grading practices.
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By contrast, this additional graphic (above) offers a comparable illustration of how contracted
grades are earned.  For example, all students are guaranteed a C in the course for demonstrating
the minimum amount of effort.  Additional effort is required however to earn an A and is
available to all students, regardless of their cultural background.

As mentioned, I have utilized the support of this grant to develop my approach to labor-based
grading contracts.  Prior to this grantôs support, the predominant way I quantify student labor was
based on word count.  Now, Include a variety of labor-based options for students to select from,
so they are able to determine various ways their work might be graded.

To develop my grading contracts, I first considered how to best maintain course rigor.  Arguably,
a course is rigorous if students are challenged to meet disciplinary values.  Still, how can a
studentôs meeting assignment expectations and disciplinary values be quantified in a grade
contract?  I asked myself, how can I name and quantify the values of English Composition?
How can I quantify how students demonstrate these values?

Below, I offer a graphic that illustrates the interconnectedness of my values, assignments, and
how they relate to my developing grading practices.
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Next, I considered four major values of ENGL110C, which are rhetorical knowledge,
information literacy, writing as a process, and knowledge of conventions.

Accordingly, I created quantifiable goals for each of the aforementioned values, which translate
into assignment expectations and ultimately my own grading practices.  I hope the sequencing of
values to grades creates a more transparent and equitable assessment practice. A listing of these
quantifiable  gradable value, which students may now select from, is provided below.

For example, students are given various options as to how they might demonstrate rhetorical
knowledge, which include.

1. Write a minimum number of words total.
2. Create a multimodal element to the assignment, in which students might create a graphic

organizer, hand-drawn illustration, video or image/meme which interprets or  supports the
Resource.

3. Develop clear transitions between all sections of the resource.
4. Draft an introduction and conclusion for the Resource.
5. Embed at least one link to an outside resource, perhaps of their own writing.

To demonstrate values of information literacy, Students might

1. Find a reputable resource on the web to support their position.
2. Find a source from the library website to support the content of the Resource project.
3. Triangulate the genres of sources they find (e.g. scholarly articles, websites, popular

magazines).



https://odu-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/igtoi0/01������_ALMA51377979420003186
https://odu-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/igtoi0/01������_ALMA51377979420003186


https://www.linguisticsociety.org/content/what-ebonics-african-american-english
https://drive.google.com/file/u/1/d/0B95A8ZKdimhqN1B1eVlMSldQNXM/view?usp=drive_open
https://drive.google.com/file/u/1/d/0B95A8ZKdimhqN1B1eVlMSldQNXM/view?usp=drive_open
https://electricliterature.com/why-do-i-write-in-my-colonizers-language/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-lr7oVvN5qajP32YoHVGV-AfK733Ye5_/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wy1gveC3GVs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HkAK9QRe4ds
https://electricliterature.com/black-language-shouldnt-have-to-be-muted-for-white-readers/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XZoRIkdoDlQ&list=PLGKB8BQAlWwwFacPbcnPHAL4Z1Sh0HO5b
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XZoRIkdoDlQ&list=PLGKB8BQAlWwwFacPbcnPHAL4Z1Sh0HO5b
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XZoRIkdoDlQ&list=PLGKB8BQAlWwwFacPbcnPHAL4Z1Sh0HO5b
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XZoRIkdoDlQ&list=PLGKB8BQAlWwwFacPbcnPHAL4Z1Sh0HO5b
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OdSrCBOpnDJEkf44JDsYfmkO09M4Ghc6/view?usp=sharing
https://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/jacobs/jacobs.html
https://www.ted.com/talks/jamila_lyiscott_3_ways_to_speak_english?language=en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CB8pBiUavtg
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Resources in Journalism

Michael Harriot, #NotRacists Be Like
https://www.theroot.com/notracists-be-like-the-top-10-phrases-used-by-peop-1819142064

Chi Luu, Black English Matters
https://daily.jstor.org/black-english-matters/

Resources in Linguistics

Rickford and Rickford, Spoken Soul: The Story of Black English
https://odu-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/igtoi0/01ODU_ALMA21235508980003
186

Vershawn Ashanti Young, The Problem with Linguistic Double Consciousness
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10KApciuW4eq_VTIz4Hbw5MGZ21J7x--A/view?usp=sharing

April Baker-Bell, This is a DEMAND for Black Linguistic Justice!
https://cccc.ncte.org/cccc/demand-for-black-linguistic-justice

Walt Wolfram, The Grammar of Urban African American Vernacular English
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yQ6LZPII8ul14ri5zoeRRoiWxsLVwD51/view?usp=sharing

Conclusion

I greatly appreciate the opportunity to develop my curriculum and pedagogy in ways that affirm
that Black Lives Matter.  I look forward to continuing to implement these materials in the
coming semesters in solidarity with the Office of Faculty Diversity and Retention. .

https://www.theroot.com/notracists-be-like-the-top-10-phrases-used-by-peop-1819142064
https://daily.jstor.org/black-english-matters/
https://odu-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/igtoi0/01������_ALMA21235508980003186
https://odu-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/igtoi0/01������_ALMA21235508980003186
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10KApciuW4eq_VTIz4Hbw5MGZ21J7x--A/view?usp=sharing
https://cccc.ncte.org/cccc/demand-for-black-linguistic-justice
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yQ6LZPII8ul14ri5zoeRRoiWxsLVwD51/view?usp=sharing
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Syllabus:
ENGLISH COMPOSITION I

(ENGL110C)

Instructor: Kole Matheson Email: kmatheso@odu.edu
Office Hours: W 12-2 Gmail: kmath009@odu.edu
Zoom Meeting ID: 693 963 1094
Invite Link: https://odu.zoom.us/j/6939631094

Additionalnk�䐀

mailto:kmatheso@odu.edu
mailto:kmath009@odu.edu
https://docs.google.com/a/odu.edu/document/d/13ilEN9e8JXLq4VO_ILH0LaxRPV2eZZS9pO66NbI4aAg/edit
http://fs.wp.odu.edu/kmatheso/
https://docs.google.com/a/odu.edu/document/d/1kBkkEXjYZSzVNWaAz-v_hEk0spB6nqmtkUPReOHPAkI/edit
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group project if one or more of the members of the group does none of the groupôs work and
participates in none of the groupôs activities, but attempts to take credit for the work of the
group.ò

Statement on Educational Accessibility for Students with Disabilities

Old Dominion University is committed to ensuring equal access to all qualified students with
disabilities in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. The Office of Educational
Accessibility (OEA) is the campus office that works with students who have disabilities to
provide and/or arrange reasonable accommodations.

If you experience a disability which will impact your ability to access any aspect of my class,
please present me with an accommodation letter from OEA so that we can work together to
ensure that appropriate accommodations are available to you.

If you feel that you will experience barriers to your ability to learn and/or testing in my class but
do not have an accommodation letter, please consider scheduling an appointment with OEA to
determine if academic accommodations are necessary.

The Office of Educational Accessibility is located at 1021 Student Success Center and¾נ

/educationalaccessibility
/educationalaccessibility


https://odu.mywconline.com/
http://writingcenter.digitalodu.com/help-docs/
http://writingcenter.digitalodu.com/writing-center-policy/faqs/
http://www.screencast.com/t/UilPCApG0xls
http://www.odu.edu/library/help
http://www.lib.odu.edu/researchassistance/informationliteracy.htm
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If you are experiencing any symptoms of a possible COVID-19 infection or have come into
contact with someone with COVID-19, please do not come to class. In addition, you must report
your symptoms using the COVID-19 daily check-in text app. If you show symptoms,
immediately self-isolate and follow appropriate guidance on when and where to seek medical
care. Take every precaution to mitigate potential spread to fellow students, ODU faculty, staff,
and others in the community.

If you need to quarantine or isolate, please inform your instructor so that he or she can adjust
assignments and provide the level of support necessary to help you succeed in class. Your
professor will make accommodations to help you learn the course material and succeed in the
class if you are unable to attend due to Covid-19. If necessary, your instructor will suspend
in-person classes for a 14-day period to reduce the possibility of community spread. If the
instructor shows signs of COVID-19 infection and needs to quarantine or isolate, class will be
immediately moved online for a minimum of 14 days. Instruction will continue online until the
quarantine/isolation period has ended and/or conditions warrant a return to in-person instruction.

Your best action, as a Monarch, is to protect your peers! If in doubt, immediately isolate
and report symptoms of COVID-19.

Tentative Schedule
Week 1

This Week’s Lecture Slides

What to know this week:
● Course Overview: Google Drive and Blackboard

○ Workshop: Introduction to the Courseôs Diversity Statement

Whatôs DUE Sunday? See lecture slides for more details.

● Reading Response
● Writing Forum Post

Week 2

This Week’s Lecture Slides

What to know this week:
● Emphasis focus on English Education

○ Workshop: Black Lives Matter in English Education. In this unit, we will explore
readings and learning experiences that interrogate Anti-Black Linguistic Racism
in schools.

Whatôs DUE Sunday? See lecture slides for more details.

● Reading Response
● Writing Forum Post

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/110RemTKCJIyUqYfe-dLJa4qRhnJ1ZBpg/edit#slide=id.p1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1xtDW9tNSwDF9ZqKbtVnCN1DiuvBUvF5J/edit#slide=id.p1


https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/17wfMNDYrmFd2e5WaNw4dkNpiuw7A-pOS/edit#slide=id.p1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/1/d/1lZ-PE7r8dqKXgp6OeAcbvR9QxQ-yMGdG/edit#slide=id.p1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OU3LvY-s6mwpnsTcQPl6Qf2-W0WioOUo/edit#slide=id.p1


https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1r2SKWfNv3HFWpqSGSv1geqiDF-GqXa_b/edit#slide=id.p1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1t06etHXCDn2NPUjWjW8VoGpFRNf4UENp/edit#slide=id.p1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ofZM4RR595eMDRnMOFKDzIxlOPMRBuDx/edit#slide=id.p1


https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OmrskV9lJD5dYu_rCx7SF1t9kYMVbTbl/edit#slide=id.p1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1AO910L_NAVF42Scm6GGawkhFrmoxf_N_/edit#slide=id.p1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1QHvyrFI26aqe_0O6ovxOrox0GIgdoUXT/edit#slide=id.p1
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● Reading Response
● Writing Forum Post

Week 12

This Week’s Lecture Slides

What to know this week:

● Essay #3 is due.  You now can choose between Journalism, Linguistics, and from the
remaining emphasis from previous weeks.  For example, you you wrote a Rhetorical
Analysis for Essay #1 and a Literary Analysis for Essay #2 you may now choose among
Technical/Professional Writing, Creative Writing, Journalism, or Linguistics for Essay
#3.  Essay #3 should be on a topic from one of the remaining fields of English Studies.
You may use class readings and participation activities as starting points for writing.

○ See Assignment Sheets for More Information.

Whatôs DUE Sunday? See lecture slides for more details.

● Essay #3

Week 13

This Week’s Lecture Slides

COVID-19 has made for difficult circumstances this semester.  For that reason, a make-up week
is built into the schedule.  Students are encouraged to make up missed assignments, as per the
grading contract on late work, and to look ahead to upcoming assignments which are due.

Week 14

This Week’s Lecture Slides

What to know this week:
● Final Exam

○ See Assignment Sheets for More Information.

Whatôs DUE Sunday? See lecture slides for more details.

● Final Exam (Draft)

Week 15

This Week’s Lecture Slides

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1uGUDT4rzsG8M3k3dAOeo-ZC4667wDQ0A/edit#slide=id.p1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/18rZJ_KRb-yzIQ3uhNjC2lADniDhgeOZ0/edit#slide=id.p1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1IhQFSTFeCJ7Y7TfUeFO6LEeBathC-Kcb/edit#slide=id.p1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1RxLTAV7R0dj6OY06VdzaPz1hGlyO51SX/edit#slide=id.p1
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What to know this week:
● Final Portfolio

Whatôs DUE Sunday? See lecture slides for more details.

● Final Portfolio
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English Education

Assignment Overview

In this course, all assignments may be approached in a way that

affirms that Black Lives Matter. For this assignment, can you

think of a way BLM might be understood in terms of English

Education?

Assignment Option#1

Teachers are regularly required to compose statements on their teaching philosophy.

Such a statement is a kind of manifesto that explains beliefs about teaching, goals for

students, and methods for success.  You might write such a statement about why you

believe people should learn more about the Black Lives Matter movement. Where did

the BLM movement come from?  What is the mission of BLM?

Assignment Option #2

You might also conduct research on the history of Black Language (sometimes called

African American English) and produce a report on the sources you find.  What is Black

Language?  Where does it come from?  Why is it important to preserve

Note: On Language Choices

Please be advised that you do not have to code switch in this course.  Whatever your

home language may be, it is acceptable for this assignment. In the past, you may have

been required to code switch for essays in school, but that is not the case in this class.

This class affirms all home languages as linguistically equal and worthy of expression in

academic contexts and documents.



https://cccc.ncte.org/cccc/demand-for-black-linguistic-justice
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Rhetorical Studies

Assignment Overview

In this course, all assignments may be approached in a way

that affirms that Black Lives Matter. For this assignment,

can you think of a way BLM might be understood in terms

of Rhetorical Studies?

Assignment Option#1

Find a source that utilizes Black Language in some way.  Explain how the source uses

Black Language and to what effect. How is the source’s use of Black Language

rhetorically effective (or not)?  How does this example of Black Language demonstrate

the rhetorical appeals of Logos, Pathos, Ethos, Kairos, and/or Telos?

Assignment Option #2

Find a source that utilizes Black Language for cultural appropriation.  Who is using

Black Language and for what purpose?  Who is the intended audience of the

appropriated Black Language?

Note: On Language Choices

Please be advised that you do not have to code switch in this course.  Whatever your

home language may be, it is acceptable for this assignment. In the past, you may have

been required to code switch for essays in school, but that is not the case in this class.

This class affirms all home languages as linguistically equal and worthy of expression in

academic contexts and documents.
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Literary Studies

Assignment Overview

In this course, all assignments may be approached in a way

that affirms that Black Lives Matter. For this assignment, can

you think of a way BLM might be understood in terms of

Literary Studies?

Assignment Option#1

Find a literary source that utilizes Black Language in some way.  Explain how the source

uses Black Language and to what effect. What is the literary effect of Black Language in

the source?  How does this creative work of Black Language demonstrate the literary

devices such as story arc, character, setting, symbolism, or irony?

Assignment Option #2

Find a source that utilizes Black Language or portrays individuals of color in a limiting

or stereotypical way.  Why is this portrayal inaccurate? How do these characters reflect

the dominant culture’s perception of race?  How does racism function within these

characters and their behaviors?

Note: On Language Choices

Please be advised that you do not have to code switch in this course.  Whatever your

home language may be, it is acceptable for this assignment. In the past, you may have

been required to code switch for essays in school, but that is not the case in this class.

This class affirms all home languages as linguistically equal and worthy of expression in

academic contexts and documents.
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Midterm Exam

Assignment Overview

In this course, all assignments may be approached in a way

that affirms that Black Lives Matter. For this assignment, can

you think of a way BLM might be understood in terms of the

Midterm Exam?

Assignment Alternative

Despite the innovations of the Black Lives Matter movement, the general public is often

unaware of the important knowledge we have covered in this class.  Arguably, this lack

of awareness prevents our discoveries from reaching their full potential or impact.  With

a specific audience of the community in mind, summarize or explain a concept from this

course using language and communication features that reflect that community.

Note: On Language Choices

Please be advised that you do not have to code switch in this course.  Whatever your

home language may be, it is acceptable for this assignment. In the past, you may have

been required to code switch for essays in school, but that is not the case in this class.

This class affirms all home languages as linguistically equal and worthy of expression in

academic contexts and documents.




