
 ARCS NEWS 

Brought to you by The Center for Educational Partnerships at Old Dominion University 

NOVEMBER 2022 

What is computer science? 

When the term computer science comes to mind, people often think of computer technicians or 

topics such as computer engineering, programming and coding, and cybersecurity. Did you 

know that some of these are broader than computer science itself? For example, someone who 

fixes computers is known as an informational technician and may work in an information tech-

nology (IT) department. They provide technical support by testing, building, installing, and 

maintaining hardware and software. Computer engineering focuses on designing and building 

computer hardware. Cybersecurity experts help mitigate malicious interference in computers 

and their programs.  

So, what IS computer science? Computer science (CS) and computer scientists focus on 

designing computational methods (also called algorithms), frameworks and data struc-

tures to solve important computational problems.  

These algorithms are then implemented as computer programs. Computer scientists are also 

typically responsible for creating software with good coding practices. Of course, this contrib-

utes to the work of others in the computing field. To see how, let ’
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