
October is Breast Cancer Awareness month, calling on each of us to show our support for friends and 

loved ones through donation and or participation in area awareness events.  As a college with a central 

focus on health and wellness, we owe it to ourselves to actively engage in prevention and health 

promotion practices.   In Virginia, the breast cancer incidence and mortality is highest among African 

American women 127.3 and 33.2 per 100,000 respectively*. Excluding cancers of the skin, breast 

cancer is the most common cancer among women in the U.S., accounting for 29% of newly diagnosed 

cancers. This month’s newsletter will shine a light on our friends and colleagues in the college who 

have been affected.  I challenge each of you to show your support for all women in the college.  Those 

of you over 40 years of age schedule a mammogram and others of you perform monthly breast self-examinations.  Lifestyle

-related factors associated with breast cancer include; obesity and weight gain, lack of physical activity, alcohol 

consumption and tobacco use. A special shout out to Dr. Scott Sechrist and the other students from the School of Medical 

Diagnostic and Translational Sciences  and the School of Dental Hygiene who participated in the Susan G. Komen Race for 
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VAN LUNEN RECEIVES ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME HONOR 

Bonnie Van Lunen was inducted into the Athletic Hall of Fame at Castleton State College in 

Vermont on Sept. 20.  She received the Alumni Award for her extraordinary efforts on and off 

the softball field.  Bonnie lettered in softball for four years as the third baseman, serving as the 

team captain in her final year.  Dr. Van Lunen earned her bachelor of science in physical 

education in 1990 from Castleton, completed a master’s degree in athletic training in 1991 and 

earned her doctorate in sports medicine from the University of Virginia.  She has co-authored 

more than 55 articles, received National Institutes of Health funding, and has been the program 

director for the post-professional athletic training program for 15 years at ODU.  She is 

currently a full professor and  the Chair of the School of Physical Therapy and Athletic Training.  

Dr. Van Lunen has received several national awards from the National Athletic Trainers’ 

Association, including the Service Award in 2010, a Fellows Designation in 2012, and was the 

recipient of the Distinguished Educator Award in 2014.  Dr. Van Lunen resides in Southern 

Shores, N.C., with her husband John, and children Alivian, Brady and Cameron.  

SCHOOL OF PHYSICAL THERAPY AND ATHLETIC TRAINING ADHERE 

TO TRADITION WITH WHITE COAT CEREMONY 

The White Coat Ceremony for the Class of 2017 was held on Saturday, Sept. 

27. More than 150 family members and friends came out to support the First 

Year DPT students who took this important step as future health professionals. 

The 43 students in the class each received their White Coats from their second 

year mentor in this official ceremony that originated in 1993 at Columbia’s 

University College of Physicians and Surgeons. Dean Mishoe welcomed all 

guests and congratulated students. Two speakers provided inspiring words 

about professional commitment and responsibility. Jamie Smiley, OTR,  from 

Medical Facilities of America, the corporate sponsor of the White Coat 

Ceremony,  spoke about the role the students could play in the future by 

providing care to the growing population of older adults.  She reflected on her 

own satisfaction and interest in caring for this population. Dr. Amir Kazemi, 

PT, t-DPT, OCS, a graduate of the program from the Class of 1999, received a 
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From an article published in the Oyster Pointer’s September issue. 

One in 68 children in the U.S. struggles with autism spectrum 
disorder (ASD), a group of developmental deficits that can cause 
significant social, communication and behavioral problems. 

The disorder, which cuts across racial, ethnic and socioeconomic 
groups, is also a persistent global problem.  

But through a recent partnership, Dominion Physical Therapy & 
Associates Inc. (DPT) and Old Dominion University used their 
expertise to tackle ASD abroad.  

Patronato Cibo de Rehabilitacion, a large outpatient hospital in the 
Dominican Republic, invited a six-person team of therapists and 
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ODU NAMED 'W ITH D
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PRESENTATIONS 

 C. Thomas Somma. 28 years AUX.VBPD,  School of Medical Diagnostic and Translational Sciences and Linda K. Bennington, 
School of Nursing, who has worked in forensic Nursing, gave a presentation on Sept. 20 at the Hampton Roads Annual Writers 
Conference in Virginia Beach entitled, “Homicide Investigation, Rape and Sexual Assault and, Forensic DNA 
Analysis”. 

MONARCH PHYSICAL THERAPY DEDICATION CEREMONY 

A dedication ceremony was held Sept. 24, 2014 to mark the emergence of ODU Monarch Physical 
Therapy. Provost Simpson, Dean Mishoe, faculty, students, and COHS Advisory Board members 
spoke about how the vision of ODU Monarch Physical Therapy became a reality, and how the 
physical therapy clinic exemplifies the missions of the University, and the College of Health 
Sciences. Several patients also participated in the dedication, expressing their gratitude for the care 
they received at ODU Monarch Physical Therapy. ODU Monarch Physical Therapy is owned by 
the University and staffed exclusively by Old Dominion University personnel. For more 
information, please call (757) 683-7041 or visit our website at http://www.odu.edu/
partnerships/community/programs/health/monarchpt.  

Dr. Lisa Koperna, Director 

Dr. Allen Jones, Jr., Owner and 
CEO, Dominion Physical Therapy 

Dr. Alicia Doolittle, Alumna

Deborah Bauman, Assistant Dean 
and patient 

Shelley C. Mishoe, Dean, 
College of Health Sciences 

Earl Nance, Assistant Attorney 
General and General Counsel at 
ODU 

Luis Araizaga, patient 

http://www.odu.edu/partnerships/community/programs/health/monarchpt
http://www.odu.edu/partnerships/community/programs/health/monarchpt
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UPDATES FROM THE CENTER FOR G
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IPE Corner 

The faculty and students of the College of Health Sciences (COHS) are moving ahead to make Interprofesional Education 

mailto:tufts@odu.edu
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

October  
  22 & 25 CE Course:  Dental Radiation Safety Certification 

 

November 
  4  Alpha Eta Induction Ceremony, 12:30-1:130 pm 

    Location:  River Room. Webb Center 

 

  26  University Closes at 12:00 pm for Thanksgiving Holiday 

 

  27-28  


