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The Virginia Beach Oceanfront Area Library 
bustled with activity on a recent Thursday 

morning.
In addition to its usual visitors, faculty and stu-

dents from Old Dominion University were on hand. 
Their objective: providing health-care assessments to 
those in need. Through an initiative a couple of years 
in the making, ODU collaborated with Virginia Beach 

to create a multiple-win situation in a region of Hamp-
ton Roads that has fought fiercely to provide support 
for its homeless and underserved populations.

The project is called “I-hear,” which stands for 
Interprofessional Health Education and Research. Its 
main objectives are to provide health screenings for 
those unable to afford them, give health sciences 
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https://www.wavy.com/video/free-health-screenings-at-odu/4325641/




Preparing Your Preferred Health ProfessionalSCHOOL OF COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTHPHSA, from page 4lent foundation for the next round of leaders and members. “One of the main goals of the PHSA are to provide a platform for students where they can get experiences in the communities and get exposure to public health issues. “We have a practicum, so while getting these experiences we also get to network with organizations and work on future projects with them,” Patel said. “This networking can be a steppingstone to an internship.”Also in the works are fundraisers, T-shirt sales, mentorship opportunities, and expand-ing the associations reach beyond public health students, to those in programs such as human services, computer science, and biol-ogy. The PHSA plans to partner with other campus student groups to expand its volunteer opportunities, too.“Thea9twork with 
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Global community needs proactive stance on viruses
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